16+ Choices Full Time Learning Factsheet 

What are the choices?

There’s a wide range of courses on offer both in School Sixth Forms and Colleges and new courses are being developed all the time – for more details why not check out what’s on offer locally?

 

The subjects studied for a qualification usually fall in to one of 3 broad types:

 

 

General or academic subjects are those:  

· where you study a general subject that is not directly related to a job area, for example academic subjects such as English, history, maths, French and science as well as subjects that may be new to you such as psychology, sociology, economics and Spanish 

· that can be taken as part of qualifications such as GCSEs, AS and A level qualifications. A mixture of subjects is normally taken, chosen by you to give a broad general education
Although the new Diplomas are in the applied group, these are general as well, as they have a large core of more general learning as well as applied learning. 
 

Applied and general Vocational subjects are those: 

· where you study a broad job sector area such as leisure and tourism, health and social care, media production, engineering, construction or business 

· that can be taken as part of qualifications such as the new Diploma as well as BTEC, City and Guilds courses, vocational GCSEs and vocational A levels. Applied subjects can also be taken as part of GCSE and AS and A Level qualifications 

 

Occupational subjects are those: 

· which are directly related to a specific job rather than a job sector. For example the subject ‘construction and the built environment’ would be applied or general vocational as it is about the broad subject area, whereas the subject ‘bricklaying’ would be occupational, as it is about preparing for the specific job of bricklayer

· subjects where you learn about the skills needed to do a specific job such as painting and decorating, motor vehicle repair, food preparation, parking control, veterinary nursing, or childcare 

· that can be taken as part of job specific qualifications such as NVQs 

 Post 16 courses are all on offer at all levels including:

· Entry level – lots of vocational and general courses including BTEC skills for working life and life skills 

· Level One – general, vocational, Foundation Diplomas and occupational including NVQ level 1 

· Level Two – general, vocational, Higher Diplomas and occupational including BTEC diplomas, certificates and awards, City and Guilds certificates, GCSEs at grades A*-C and NVQ Level 2 

· Level Three – general, vocational, Advanced Diplomas and occupational including AS and A Levels, BTEC diplomas, certificates and awards, City and Guilds certificates and NVQ level 3 

Qualifications - the facts
The need for qualifications is greater than ever – it’s a competitive world and whatever you do with your life, qualifications will be useful. It’s also true that the better your qualifications, the more you’re likely to earn.

Look at the information below to find out more about the main qualifications on offer to you at 16+
 

AS and A Levels

AS and A2 courses are on offer in a wide range of general academic and now applied/vocational subjects.  If you do a two year A level course you would:

· normally choose 4 subjects in the first year of study – although some students do five       

· specialise in your second year by reducing the number of subjects to 3 (or 4)  

· gain an AS level award for each subject you successfully complete in your first year of study   

· achieve a full A level in each of your AS subjects you successfully complete in your second year of study 
· Most A levels now have four units, but music, mathematics, sciences and applied A Levels have six units

· A/S and A Levels are graded at A - E. From 2010 a new A* grade will be introduced at A Level 

Diploma

The Diploma is a new qualification that:

· Is being offered in some areas, in up to 14 subjects, from 2010 

· Will be on offered to all young people, in up to 17 subjects,  by 2013.

It’s a mixture of classroom learning and hands-on practical experience – including work experience - to help you to learn about:

· A broad job sector area - such as creative and media or public services.

· Functional skills, maths, English and ICT – the practical bits of these subjects, which are needed to cope in life and at work.

· Personal, learning, and thinking skills – including such things as team working and study skills.

 What broad job sectors areas will there be?

Diplomas will be on offer by 2013 in 17 broad job sector areas:

	Title                                                                                 
	 Pilots                     
	National offer       

	· Construction and the Built Environment 

· Creative and Media 

· Engineering 

· Information Technology 

· Society, Health and Development
	 From

 2008
	 By 2013

	· Business, Administration and Finance 

· Hair and Beauty Studies
· Hospitality 

· Environmental and Land-based 

· Manufacturing and Product Design
	 From

 2009
	 By 2013

	· Public Services 

· Retail Business 

· Sport and Active Leisure 

· Travel and Tourism

 
	 From

 2010
	 By  2013

	· Humanities and Social Sciences
· Languages  and international Communication
· Science at Foundation and Higher levels
 
	 From

 2011
	 By  2013

	· Science at Advanced levels
	From 2012
	By 2013


What about levels?

Foundation and Higher level Diplomas will be available mainly as part of Key Stage 4 option choices - so that they can be chosen alongside GCSE subjects. 

  

Advanced level Diplomas will be available mainly as part of Key Stage 5 option choices - and will be able to be studied on their own or with other subjects for example A/S or GCSE subjects.   

 
More information? Check out our word Diploma factsheet on our Website factsheets page.
EDEXCEL BTEC
EDEXCEL BTEC qualifications are on offer in a wide range of vocational subjects at all levels. This section is about qualifications at levels 1-3.  For more about entry level BTECs read the 13+ factsheet ‘Subject Choices.’ BTECs focus on an area of work. This can be:

· a broad work area such as those covered in BTEC Introductory Courses or BTEC First Courses with subjects such as art, design & media or business, retail & administration

· or could be a narrower area such as a BTEC National in subjects such as graphic design, animal care or horticulture

· There’s also a range of short courses on offer that can be studied alongside other subjects at all levels

You can pass BTEC at 3 levels of achievement:

1. Pass 

2. Merit 

3. Distinction 

BTEC Introductory

Available as:

· BTEC Introductory Certificate – 4 units equivalent to 2 GCSEs at D – G 

· BTEC Introductory Diploma – 8 units equivalent to 4 GCSEs at D - G. 

On offer in the following subjects:

· Art, Design and Media 

· Business, Retail and Administration 

· Construction 

· Engineering 

· Health and Social Care 

· Hospitality, Travel and Tourism 

· IT @ Work 

· Land and Environment 

· Sports and Leisure 

· Performing Arts 

BTEC First

Available as:

· BTEC First Certificate – 3 units equivalent to 2 GCSEs at A* - C 

· BTEC First Diploma - 6 units equivalent to 4 GCSEs at A* - C 

 On offer in the following subjects:

· Art & Design
· Business 
· Construction
· Engineering 
· Health & Social Care
· Hospitality 
· IT & Computing 
· Land-based 
· Leisure
· Sport
· Travel & Tourism 
· Logistics
· Media
· Music & Performing Arts
· Public Services
· Retail 
· Science  
BTEC National

Available as:

· BTEC National Award – 6 units equivalent to 1 Advanced level 

· BTEC National Certificate – 12 units equivalent to 2 Advanced levels 

· BTEC National Diploma – 18 units equivalent to 3 Advanced levels 

 

On offer in the following subjects:

· Art and Design 

· Business 

· Construction 

· E-Business 

· Engineering 

· Health & Care 

· Hospitality & Catering 

· IT & Computing 

· Land-based 

· Leisure, Sport, Travel & Tourism 

· Logistics 

· Media, Music & Performing Arts 

· Public Services 

· Retail 

· Science 

 BTEC Short Courses

Available as: 

· BTEC Short Awards (30-100 hours learning) 

· BTEC Short Certificates (120-200 hours learning)  

· BTEC Short Diplomas (220-300 hours learning) 

They can be taken alongside other qualifications and are on offer at all levels from one to five and cover vocational skill areas. 

 

Lots of subjects are on offer as BTEC short courses including:

· Administration 

· Art and Design 

· Beauty and Related Therapies 

· Coaching and Mentoring 

· Early Years 

· Employability Skills 

· Hairdressing 

· Health and Social Care 

· Hospitality and Catering 

· IT & Computing 

· Teaching and Learning 

· Leisure, Sport, Travel & Tourism 

· Logistics 

· Management 

· Media 

· Nutrition 

· Music and Performing Arts 

· Passenger Transport 

· Playwork 

· Preparing for Enterprise 

· Public Services 

· Retail 

· Security 

Occupational certificates offered and accredited by EDEXCEL BTEC are usually offered as National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs).

Extended Projects

Extended projects are being offered as a new qualification and can be taken either as: 

· a separate additional qualification studied alongside your A Levels  or

· as part of the new Advanced Diploma.

Extended Projects are a level 3 (Advanced) qualification.  When taken as a stand-alone qualification you earn UCAS points for the project as follows:
A 60 points

B 50 points

C 40 points

D 30 points

E 20 points

Extended Projects include the opportunity for you to plan, research, and evaluate a topic of your choice as part of an extended project. This topic could be an extension of something studied in your Diploma or one of your A Levels, or could be a different topic entirely.

The end product of your project will be assessed, and could be for example:

· a dissertation

· the findings of an investigation or field study

· a performance

· something you've made

City and Guilds

There's a wide range of City and Guilds vocational and occupational courses at levels from one to four. 

 
Vocational certificates are on offer in subjects such as: 

· Animal Care 

· Agriculture 

· Beauty 

· Hairdressing 

· Gardening 

· Gamekeeping 

· Management of Horses   

Occupational certificates offered and accredited by City and Guilds are usually offered as National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs).
Functional Skills

Functional Skills are those core elements of English, mathematics and ICT that enable everyone to perform confidently and independently, whether in education or at work.

They will be on offer as part of:

· GCSEs in English, maths and ICT

· Diplomas

· Apprenticeships


You will also be able to take them as separate qualifications.

National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs)

NVQs are work-related qualifications that:

· focus on a specific occupation and benchmark the skills and knowledge needed to do that occupation effectively 

· are based on occupational standards and test how competent you are in carrying out the tasks of that specific occupation 

· are on offer at 5 different levels  
· can be studied as part of a course at school or college, but are mainly taken by people who are at work and who study on a part time basis – for example, as part of an Apprenticeship 
 NVQs are on offer for most occupational areas. For example:

· Agriculture 

· Animal Care 

· Automotive Engineering 

· Beauty Therapy 

· Building and Construction 

· Children’s Care 

· Engineering 

· Environmental Conservation 

· Equine (Horse Management) 

· Floristry 

· Food and Drink Manufacturing 

· Heating and Ventilation 

· Mechanical Engineering 

· Parking Control 

· Playwork 

· Plumbing 

· Policing 

· Public services 

· Sport and Recreation 

· Teaching Assistants 

· Youth Justice Service 

OCR Nationals

OCR Nationals are available at three levels:

· Level 1 - equivalent to GCSEs at grades D - G
· Level 2 - equivalent to GCSEs at grades A* - C
· Level 3 - equivalent to A Levels
OCR Nationals at Level 1

There are three different types of qualifications on offer at Level 1:

· First Award with four units worth one GCSE at grades D - G

· National Award worth eight units worth three GCSEs at grades D - G

· National Certificate worth twelve units worth four GCSEs at grades D - G

It is available in the following subjects:

· Applied Art, Design and Media
· Business and ICT

· Health and Social Care

· ICT

· Leisure and tourism

OCR Nationals at Level 2

There are two different qualifications on offer at level 2:

· National Award made up of three units and worth two GCSEs at grades A* - C

· National Certificate made up of six units and worth four GCSEs at grades A* - C

Level 2 OCR Nationals are available in the following subjects:

· Art and Design

· Business

· Health and Social Care

· ICT

· Media

· Public Services

· Science

· Sport, Travel and Tourism

OCR Nationals at Level 3

There are three types of qualifications at OCR National Level 3:

· OCR National Certificate - made up of six units and worth one A Level

· OCR National Diploma - made up of twelve units and worth two A levels

· OCR National Extended Diploma - made up of eighteen units and worth three A levels.

OCR Nationals at level 3 are available in the following subjects:

· Art and Design

· Business

· Health, Social Care and Early Years

· ICT

· Media

· Public Services

· Sport

· Travel and Tourism

What's on offer locally?

With such a wide range of courses on offer it's a good idea to start by getting a broad idea of what’s out there.

 Once you have identified courses that interest you, you need to contact the schools or colleges offering them to get the full, up-to-date details and to confirm that the course is still running (This may depend on numbers applying).   

 Local on-line Area Prospectuses have details of all the courses and training for 14-19 year olds in your area. Check out the one about your area:

Herefordshire - www.myherefordshire.com

Worcestershire - www.worcestershire14-19prospectus.co.uk

 All schools and colleges also publish a free prospectus – this gives information about the place, its facilities and the courses on offer. Most schools and colleges also have a website. 

 It’s also a good idea to go along to any open days or evenings at places that interest you. Open events will give you a great chance to get a feel for the place and talk to staff about the courses you are interested in.     
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