18+ Higher Education Factsheet 

Are you thinking about applying to higher education? This factsheet outlines all the information you need to know, including deciding where and what to study, important dates, the application process, and what to do if things don’t go to plan.

Most of this factsheet applies to full-time study – for advice on part-time study see page 5.  

Where do I start?

It's best to start by making a big list of courses and places that sound interesting. Even if you think you know where and what you'd like to study, you'll need to find some alternatives and 'safety-nets' - and once you start looking, you might find even better options than those you'd first considered!
How do I begin?
 Go to www.ucas.com Updated hourly, this website has an online database of 50,000+ HE courses, on offer at over 300 universities and colleges. You'll find information about subjects, courses, where they are offered, what the entry requirements are and the cost of fees. UCAS is the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service. They provide a central application service for full-time undergraduate courses in the UK. 
 If you can't go online check out the BIG GUIDE (the Official Universities and Colleges Entrance Guide - book or CD-ROM). It lists courses and entry requirements for around 80 different subject areas. 
 Ask for advice. Talk to subject staff about doing their subject at a higher level. Connexions Personal Advisers can help you work out what would suit you best and help you identify career ideas. Plus don't forget family and friends - they know you well and may be able to add to suggest additions to your list. 
 Take the Stamford Test. It's a free service on the UCAS course search site and asks you to answer 'yes', 'no', or 'possibly' to a short series of questions. You'll be given suggestions for groups of subjects that might suit you.  For a more detailed and sophisticated program, for which you’ll have to pay, visit centigrade online - www.centigradeonline.co.uk/
 Use Fast Tomato. Fast Tomato is a computer program that can suggest ideas for careers and higher education courses. You can visit www.fasttomato.com as a guest user and it may be available in your school or college. 
What next?
Once you've got your big list together you'll need to make decisions about: 

Which subject to do? 

 How are you doing on your advanced level course? 

 Are there any subjects you'd like to take to a higher level? 

 Are there any new subjects you'd like to look at? 

 Do you have a career idea or broad career area you'd like to head for? If so, do find out if you would need a specific degree to qualify. 

 Check out what your proposed courses really involve - they are often different even if they have similar subject titles.
 Which course to do? 

 Courses can be offered at different levels: from 2 year Foundation degrees and Higher National Diplomas, to 3+ year Ordinary and Honours Degrees. 

 Some courses combine undergraduate and postgraduate study - for example doctorates in medicine and masters courses in subjects such as engineering and science. 

 Would it be a good idea for you to combine two, three or more subjects in a joint, combined, major/minor or multi-disciplinary course? Don't forget though that these courses are often more work than single subject degrees. 

 Some courses will cost more than others, depending on the subject studied and how long the course is.
Where to study? 

For some subjects like veterinary science, you don't have a lot of choice as there are only a handful of courses. For most though there are 100s of options - so how do you decide? You need to think about: 

 Do you want to be near home? 

 Are you keen on a campus or city-based college or university, a large or small place? 

 How much it costs to study there - not only tuition fees but the cost of living, accommodation, food, travel and social life. 

 What do you know about the place's quality and reputation - for example, is there a high drop-out rate? What class of degree do most students achieve? What are the employment prospects of its graduates?
What are my chances? 

 You'll need to find out if you've got both the right subjects and the right predicted grades to be able to apply for a course. 

 Once you have decided you've a fighting chance you need to check out the range of offers from different universities. 

 Some subjects and courses and some universities and colleges are more popular than others and this can affect the level of offer. 

 Some courses, especially vocational ones, will have extra entry requirements that will need to be in your personal statement. For example a nursing degree course would require evidence of work experience in a caring environment and a teaching degree would require evidence of recent work experience with young people preferably in a classroom setting. 
 Are admission tests part of the selection process? Extra admission tests may be set in subjects like medicine, dentistry, veterinary science and law. Oxford and Cambridge routinely set admissions tests as well as interviewing and asking for written work.
( Are interviews, group tasks or presentations used? Some courses and universities and colleges will hold assessment days, for example for teaching, nursing and social work. Other courses such as art and design will require a portfolio of work as well as an individual interview.
Where can I find the information I need?  
 Check out the UCAS tariff available on the UCAS website www.ucas.com - to see how many UCAS points your advanced level qualification is likely to be worth. 
 Get hold of prospectuses and course leaflets to find out more detail. 

 For information on entry tests including dates go to www.ucas.com and check out the admission tests pages. 
Use the 'course search' function on www.ucas.com to check out entry-profiles including the entry requirements, national student satisfaction results and employability (employability profile for the subject or related subject based on a QAA benchmark and information collected by the HE Academy). Also gives information on whether interviews, a portfolio or other evidence is required

 Use the website www.unistats.com to compare subjects at universities and colleges in the UK. Includes the national Student Survey results and information on student satisfaction.

Most important of all - get out there and ask lots of questions!

You may be able to do some of this online by emailing tutors and requesting more information but the best way is to go and have a look at places and meet staff face-to-face. 

Why not: 

 Enrol on taster courses. These are popular, free and a brilliant way of spending from a day to a week at a university or college discovering what it is really like on a course - so book early to get a place. 

 Go to Open Days. You'll have a chance to look right round the place including the student union, library, teaching areas and on-site accommodation. You may be able to meet up with tutors and chat with students on the courses you're interested in. 

 Keep asking yourself questions - Just what am I looking for from my course and my time at university or college? 
Once you've done this you should then be able to draw up a much shorter list to use on your application form. It is often a good idea to revisit the places that interest you most. 

IMPORTANT DATES
 1 September: opening date for UCAS applications. 

 15 October: deadline for applications to Oxford or Cambridge, and for courses in medicine, dentistry and veterinary science/medicine. 

 15 January: deadline for all other applications, except art and design courses with a 24 March deadline
 24 March: final deadline for art and design courses except those with a 15 January deadline
HOW TO APPLY 
 You need to apply via UCAS for the vast majority of first degree courses. 

 All applications are through APPLY - a computer system that processes applications entirely electronically. You can't apply by paper. 

 All the information you need to apply is available on the UCAS website www.ucas.com 

  To start your application you'll need a 'buzzword' - this is a word or phrase that will be supplied to you by your school, college or centre. You'll need it to register. 

 Once you have completed your form you'll have to send it through to a staff member at your school, college or centre so that a reference can be added. They will then send it on to UCAS. 

 When UCAS receive your form they send it on to your chosen universities or colleges for them to decide if they are going to make an offer. 

 You'll receive a welcome letter from UCAS and be given an individual application number that will allow you to track your application 24/7 and see if any colleges or universities have decided to make you an offer. 

 Offers can be conditional or unconditional - if conditional on achieving certain grades or points then two of these offers can be accepted (so that you have a fall-back plan in place for when results come out). 
What is the UCAS Tariff?

 It’s a points system used to classify achievement levels for entry to higher education (HE) in a numerical format.

 It establishes agreed equivalences between different types of qualifications.

 It provides comparisons between applicants with different types and volumes of achievement.

What qualifications are covered by the Tariff?

For a full list, visit www.ucas.com
Have you considered studying part time? 

Studying part-time offers a realistic option for many young people and this means that you can earn and learn without getting into thousands of pounds of debt. 
· Around 40 per cent of higher education students do part-time or flexible courses. Many universities and colleges offer part time or distance-learning options - see individual university and college websites and part time prospectuses for course details. 

· The Open University (OU) is the biggest provider of part time higher education study www.openuniversity.co.uk/under21 with over 15,000 of all their new students aged under 25.

· Around 10,000 of OU students have a disability or additional requirement and 70% of OU students are working full or part-time.

· Part-time Foundation Degrees and certificate or diploma courses are quicker to complete than traditional degrees studied part time and can often be ‘topped up’ at a later date. On some courses, such as those offered by the OU, you build up credits at your own pace until you have enough for a qualification. 

· Learning is offered at a much lower cost and because they are so flexible it means that you can start your career and earn a salary while you learn.

· Open University courses are not an option that will suit everyone. You will need to have the drive and motivation to succeed as well as good time management skills. There’s lots of support, contact with tutors and students online plus the opportunity to meet up in person for study days and residential events. 

· You may qualify for financial support – many students are able to study for free with the OU. They are not interested in what your parents earn. Unlike other universities there are no formal entry requirements as long as your English is good enough and no interviews or application criteria. 

· For the last four years the OU has been rated in the top two universities in the national Student Survey.

Personal Statements
This is the most important bit of your application - admission tutors rely on the information you write here to make their decision. Start by finding out what they are looking for - check out entry-profiles on www.ucas.com, read the comments in 'Degree Course Offers' - and make sure your personal statement shows how you meet their criteria. Then use the tips on this page to make it stand out from the crowd.
You need to include 

 Why you have chosen the courses/subject(s) applied for. 

 What interests you about the course/subject. 

 Information from your studies that supports your application - but don't go overboard with this one (subjects studied and grades achieved are listed elsewhere on the form). 

 Any work experience you have (voluntary or paid) that supports your application. Don't just do a list; write about the skills and experience you have gained. 

 Career or future study/training plans, if you have any, and if applicable - very relevant if you're applying for a vocational course, but not necessary when applying for, say, Philosophy or English Literature.

 Any extra stuff inside or outside school/college that supports your application - for example you may have taken a master class, summer school or taster course for your subject. Write about what you learnt. 

 A description of any skills and achievements acquired - via, for example, the Duke of Edinburgh Award or Young Enterprise. 
 Details of year out plans if applying for deferred entry. 

 Your social, sports or leisure activities - but be very selective and try and relate these to the course applied for, or transferable skills e.g. identifying team work skills from team sports.

Tips 

 You are limited to up to 4,000 characters, including spaces. 

 Do your personal statement offline in a word processing program and then cut and paste later into the online application form when you are happy with it. 

 Spelling and grammar mistakes reflect badly so check, check and check again before you submit it. 

 Don't lie on your personal statement; however don't draw on negative things that have happened to you e.g. “I play the piano but failed my grade 7”. 

 Get your teacher to have a look over it for a second opinion. English teachers are particularly good for checking the way it sounds, any dodgy bits of grammar and helping to precis an over-long statement. 

 Don't leave it until the last minute. This will just make you really stressed! 

 Don't be tempted to copy and paste sentences or use statements off the internet - UCAS are using software to detect plagiarism and will compare your personal statement with other statements. They want to see your own work. Any matches except for words of common usage will lead to your application being reviewed.

Need to cut down characters or lines? 

 Remember it's a personal statement, cut out anything unnecessary! 

 Don't repeat yourself. 

 Cut out the waffle - be concise! 

 Get rid of pointless words e.g. the name of the place you did work experience at, exact dates (just put X months or weeks), pointless adjectives etc. 

 Ask your referee to mention some stuff that you cannot. 

 Get some structure to your statement - use a ‘mind-map’ and post-it notes to get the order that makes most impact, with economical links. 

 Ask a teacher or PA to help you precis it. 

Higher Education Application - Questions & Answers

Q I want to do my personal statement in Word first so that I can work on it before I apply - can I?  

A Yes. It is much better to prepare your personal statement in a word processing program offline instead of typing it directly into Apply. You can enter up to 4,000 characters, including spaces, for your personal statement. This can then be copied and pasted onto your online application form.

Q When I apply to 5 universities can they all see where else I have applied to? 

A No. UCAS sends a copy to each of your chosen universities and colleges at the same time. The copy sent only shows the course(s) applied to at that particular university or college. Universities should not ask applicants to reveal their other choices. But they all see the same personal statement so it's difficult to apply for very different courses at other places.

Q I want to apply for a dentistry degree - how many courses can I apply for via UCAS? 

A You can only use 4 of your course choices for dentistry (the same as for applications to veterinary and medicine courses).

Q I have a medical condition that means I will need extra support at University - what do I need to do to make sure I get the help I need? 

A Universities and colleges welcome applications from people with disabilities, special needs or medical conditions and try to provide as much support as possible. You can find out more information about this by using the National Bureau for Students with Disabilities (SKILL) website: www.skill.org.uk
If you need support in your studies, accommodation or daily living you should contact your chosen universities and colleges before you apply, and make sure you give details on the relevant section of the UCAS form. 
Your chosen universities or colleges will need to know as soon as possible the nature and extent of your disability, special need or medical condition and any arrangement/support that you have needed, or found helpful, in the past. This is so that they have time to organise support, purchase special equipment etc. They will consider your application on the same academic criteria as all the others and any medical information will remain confidential. 

Q What is CUKAS?

A The seven leading music colleges which formed Conservatoires UK have joined with UCAS to provide a specialist online application system for students seeking entry to performance based music courses. You can find it at www.cukas.ac.uk
Q How about course opportunities abroad?

A Some degrees have time studying or working abroad either built into the course or available as an option. If the course you're applying for doesn't, but you'd like to build it in, you can apply to take part in the ERASMUS Programme. This allows students to take part of their course (from 3-12 months) at a European university. Details on www.britishcouncil.org/erasmus 

For information on opportunities in the USA, check out the Fulbright Commission at www.fulbright.co.uk 
Q I want to apply to be a doctor and I'm confused about entry tests - what's the situation? 

A Many universities now use the UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT) for would-be medics & dentists.  Some continue to use the BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT), and a few use the GAMSAT, but mainly for graduate school admissions. Use www.ucas.com (select ‘students’ > ‘ step 1:choosing courses’> ‘admissions tests’) to check out which test(s) you'll need to take, and when, for your chosen courses. The UCAS site also signposts you to test-specific sites, like www.ukcat.ac.uk, which contain more information, including practice tests, sample questions and answers, details of fees and waivers etc. 

For more information check out the following sites:

www.medschoolsonline.co.uk/ 
www.wanttobeadoctor.co.uk
N.B. The UCAS site also has details of admissions tests used by some universities for law.
Q How do I apply for a nursing course?

A All applications for nursing, whether diploma or degree level, should be made via UCAS.

There are differences, however, both in the types of courses and the funding arrangements - so do find out as much as possible before you start your application.

Q I'm keen to apply for Oxford or Cambridge but I am worried about what I'll need to do - is there a site out there that could help? 

A Yes, start by checking out the Oxford and Cambridge University websites - www.admissions.ox.ac.uk and www.cam.ac.uk. You’ll find loads of useful stuff, on everything from how to choose a college to what to expect at interviews. 
You could also look at www.oxbridgeapplications.com - a free website run by an independent education consultancy - where you can register and access free online resources and advice about applying. There are also specialist books in your local Connexions library and both Oxford and Cambridge post information about their admission tests on their websites. 

After you’ve applied

Have you changed your mind about a course you have had an offer for?

· Even the most carefully researched application can spring some surprises. Some courses you found attractive when reading the prospectus might not have the same appeal after a personal visit to the institution.

· If the only offers you have are for places that you no longer want, you can decline them and apply again through UCAS Extra – see UCAS Extra explained.
No offers – what next?

First of all, you need to think about why you haven’t had any offers.

· Did your application make it clear that you were suited to the course?

· Did your reference or personal statement paint a negative picture of you?

· Were your choices for very popular courses and places?

· Are your predicted grades now lower than what is needed?

· Do you have the wrong subjects, or are your GCSE and AS grades not strong enough?

· If you had an interview, did you prepare fully and read the prospectus beforehand?
· It’s a good idea to get feedback from admissions tutors about your application and view decision letters through Track.

Once you understand why you’ve had no offers, you can decide what to do next.  

· You have a second chance to find a place through UCAS Extra. UCAS will inform you if are eligible for UCAS Extra and you can log onto UCAS Track to apply.

· Be realistic about your predicted grades - if your predicted grades are much lower than needed for the places you want, you might have difficulty getting an offer through UCAS Extra. You will need to think about whether you are being realistic in your choices.

· If you are sure that you can do better than your predicted grades, you can enter the Clearing system in August or re-apply for the following year with every chance of success.

UCAS Extra explained …

· UCAS Extra operates from the end of February to the end of June, for candidates who have no offers for whatever reason and have used up all their course choices.

· Extra is a way of applying to further universities and colleges without having to wait for Clearing.

· Applicants can use UCAS course search to find out which courses have vacancies in Extra.

· Eligible applicants using the Track service on the UCAS website - www.ucas.com - can apply for one course at a time.

· Applicants can make additional choices through UCAS Track if they did not use up all of their choices originally. 
· When universities and colleges receive exam results they decide whether to confirm conditional offers.  For more information about after results see page 12.
·  Check out the new ‘adjustment’ system. This allows people with better than expected results to try for the place of their dreams, while still hanging onto their confirmed unconditional offer, for a few days.

·  If you do not get confirmation of either of your conditional offers your application goes into Clearing so that you can apply for courses with vacancies.
Talk to the HE institutions first

· UCAS advises learners to talk to the Higher Education institutions about vacancies before applying via UCAS Extra.

· Talking to an admissions tutor prior to your application will give you a chance to market yourself and address any problems or issues that may arise.

· You will need to find out whether the institution is likely to be interested in you; otherwise an application will waste time and delay the process of you finding a suitable place.

After your results 
Have you had your results but not met your offer?
Your offer will probably depend on your gaining certain grades or tariff points but what if you don’t get the right grades or points when the results come out in August?

If this happens to you, don’t panic, you have a number of options that you can consider.
Things to do…
· If you have good reasons for not doing as well as expected in your exams (eg. illness or a bereavement) you could try explaining this to the institution (although you should really have made contact about this before you got your results).

· Once the results are out your chosen institution may:

· still have places on your course and decide to confirm your offer even if you haven’t got the stipulated grades or points.

· offer you a place on an alternative or similar course that you can convert or top-up to a degree later on.
· You can look at UCAS Track for decisions on offers you are holding and for advice on what action the institution wants you to take as it can be difficult to contact universities by phone in the busy post-results period. If you do not have access to Track then contact the UCAS Customer Service Unit who will look this up for you. 

· Schools, colleges and the Connexions service all offer help at this time, so you should get plenty of support if you are having problems.

Has neither your first-choice nor insurance university offered you a place?
If you find that neither your first-choice or insurance university has offered you a place, you can enter Clearing (see pages 14 -15). 
· You may need to re-consider your choices if you are unable to get into your chosen institution and onto your preferred course.

· Talk to your tutor and/or Connexions Personal Adviser about the most suitable courses to apply for, bearing in mind your interests and preferences, as well as your results.

· Remember that many institutions offer the same course, but some require lower entry grades.

· Think about taking up a slightly different route. For example, a HND in Business Studies requires fewer tariff points than a BA Business Studies. But you can convert it, or top it up to a degree with a further one or two years study at a later date.

· Consider taking up a slightly different, but related course at the same institution or elsewhere (Law & American Studies for instance, instead of Law & English).

· You can also ask for your exams to be re-marked, if you’re convinced there’s been an error. But remember, re-grades can go down as well as up, so take expert advice from your teachers before going down this path.

Are your grades better than expected?

If this is the case and you are holding no offers, you can enter Clearing to look for a place, or re-apply for the following year if the places available in the Clearing system are not to your liking.
If you get better results than needed for your firm offer, you can put yourself forward for adjustment (see details below). You will then have five calendar days to look for an alternative course that has places whilst holding on to your original firm offer.
If you are holding offers, you are expected to take up a confirmed place or withdraw from the scheme completely and apply again for the following year. You will not be eligible for Clearing.
The adjustment period explained …

· The adjustment period is available for two weeks and runs from 20 August to 2 September. 
· Adjustment is optional and provides an opportunity to reconsider your choice of where and what to study if your results are better than expected.

· If you have both met and exceeded the conditions of your firmly accepted offer you may be eligible for adjustment.

· If this happens you can research alternative courses and register for adjustment on Track - this option will only be displayed for applicants with confirmed places.

· You have up to five days or 120 hours to find an alternative course from the day your offer goes from unconditional firm to conditional firm.

· To secure an adjustment place you must have received an offer for an alternative course through UCAS before the five day period ends.

· You will need to check that your results are higher than those needed to meet your firm choice conditions – and that you meet the conditions of the new choice - the university or college will check your eligibility for adjustment.

· Don’t worry if you don’t secure a place or don’t want to go through adjustment – you will remain accepted at your original choice

See www.ucas.com for more information on adjustment

Take care with adjustment

· Make sure you check out the course content and institution and that you really want to change your choice.

· There’s no guarantee that there will be places on the course you would like to be considered for, especially for competitive courses.

· If you do find a course make sure that the institution has checked your results and accepted you before you accept the new course choice on Track.

· Remember to think about other things like accommodation and financial support before changing your course and institution. There may be delays or difficulties in re-arranging these at short notice.

The clearing system explained …
· The UCAS–administered post-results Clearing system, operates from mid-July and through August & September each year.

· Learners who applied through UCAS and are not holding any confirmed offers are entered into Clearing automatically by UCAS.

· Log into Track to view your Clearing Number and to find out when and how to use Clearing.

· From mid-August, selected newspapers and the UCAS website publish lists of unfilled Higher Education places, for which candidates can apply.

· You will need to check that you meet the entry requirements of any courses that interest you, and that the course and the institution are what you want.

· Speak to the admissions tutor and where possible try and visit the university or college.

· Once you have made sure that they are interested in you and have offered you a place, you can enter the details of the course and the institution onto Track using the ‘add Clearing choice’ button.

· The university or college will then confirm that the place is still available for you – if you are unsuccessful you can apply elsewhere.

See www.ucas.com for more tips on Clearing.

Are your grades less than expected?
· If your grades are very poor, or if you did not enjoy your advanced-level studies, you need to think carefully about whether full–time Higher Education is your best option right now. You might want to consider some other training, study or employment opportunities such as:

· Management-training schemes, Advanced Apprenticeships and Vocational further education courses that can lead to professional qualifications and often to Higher Education. 

· Part-time study, which can be undertaken while working, and can lead to a foundation degree, an HNC or a professional qualification.

· Studying in your spare time for an Open University degree, which doesn't have set entry qualifications - see page 5 for more information about part-time study options.

· Work experience, and being clearer about your long-term goals can make you more motivated and increase your chances of getting into Higher Education as a mature student.

Any problems we haven’t mentioned?
For help with getting into Higher Education and resolving any other problems you might encounter, you can:
· Talk to a Connexions or school/college adviser.

· Call the UCAS Customer Service Unit on 0871 468 0468 if you have a query about your application or need help with Adjustment or applying through Clearing.

· Visit www.ucas.com for more information on Results, Clearing and your next steps.

· For Directgov’s university and higher education pages and Aimhigher information visit-  www.direct.gov.uk/uni

· And remember, from mid August, a course vacancy list is available at www.ucas.com and also in selected newspapers.

· Call the DCSF free exam results day helpline on 0808 100 8000 for expert independent information and advice on applying to university or college, taking time out and other options.

· Talk to other students using yougofurther – a social community site from UCAS for students. Register on www.yougofurther.co.uk
Making the move

You’ve got your place; you’re waiting to go….
Here are some tips:

· Check and make sure you have sent in all the information and evidence needed by Student Finance England. They can’t pay your money if they don’t have your bank account details.
· Have you got your accommodation sorted? Check that you have completed and returned all the paperwork if you want to stay in Halls. Speak to the Accommodation Office at the university or college if you aren’t sure. 
· Spend time working out a budget. Some students find it useful to have a bank account for everyday spending which they put an amount in each month based on expected outgoings. It’s surprising what you can go without if you don’t have much left in the account at the end of the month.
· Have you applied for all the support you are entitled to? Lots of students each year are not aware of the full range of non-repayable bursaries which colleges and universities pay out. See the finance section for the full range of help and support. 
· Speaking to other students before you go to university can help. It’s really useful and reassuring to know that others are having the same thoughts and worries as you. There are many online forums for example Yougofurther from UCAS, Facebook groups and The Student Room forums which are set up each year. You may even find a specific group or forum for the university and course you are going to be starting. 

Find out more about Higher Education
Use the Connexions library at school, college or your local Connexions centre to find out more information. See the useful sources listed below. 
Useful Resources:

UCAS 
The UCAS site www.ucas.com has all the information you need, from choosing a course to how to apply, and more. The course search facility can be fine-tuned to focus on subject, geographical area, university/college, or course code. Information provided includes financial details of what grants and bursaries are on offer from the different universities. The site has links to all university and college websites, which carry more information about course content, assessment info etc. During August and September the site will give clearing information, listing all the unfilled university and college places. Your application will be made using UCAS Apply and the progress of your application including offers can be viewed using Track.
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service Rosehill, New Barn Lane, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL52 3LZ. 

Tel: 01242 222444 for general enquiries
CUKAS 

Conservatoires UK Admissions Service for practice-based music courses. Rosehill, New Barn Lane, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL52 3LZ. Tel: 0871 4680470 (enquiries). www.cukas.ac.uk 

Choosing your degree course and university (Brian Heap -Trotman)  A quick and easy reference source to all major university degree courses offered in the UK, which also examines how courses differ between institutions etc. 

Degree course offers (Brian Heap -Trotman) Brian Heap's book includes tables which outline points and grades needed for particular courses. There is also advice on completion of the Personal Statement, typical interview questions and special features of courses. 

www.foundationdegree.org.uk - for information on foundation degrees. 

 Into Higher Education (Skill: National Bureau for students with disabilities) For more advice or help you can contact Skill on Freephone 0800 3285050 or minicom 0800 68 2422. 

'Progression to … ' series (UCAS) Application Guides to competitive subject areas - Art & Design, Economics, Finance & Accountancy, Engineering & Mathematics, Medicine & Dentistry, Law, Health & Social Care, and Teaching.

www.prospects.ac.uk The Careers Services Unit (CSU) provides subject-specific ideas on what you can do with your degree or HND.

Prospectuses/alternative Prospectuses University and college prospectuses provide useful information about the institution. Alternative prospectuses, written by students at the institution, may also be available from the students' union. 

University and college entrance – the big guide (UCAS) The authoritative source of information for all universities and colleges. CD lists entry requirements for single, joint and multiple subject degrees plus entry statistics. Book has profiles on each UCAS institution with details of size, accommodation, costs etc. 
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