
JISCmail newsletter March 2010 for HE Advisers in Herefordshire and Worcestershire
 
Dear members
 
In this issue
 
· Information for new subscribers
· Reminder on features and benefits
· UCAS training
· Student Finance application deadlines
· BrightsideUNIAID resources
· News from the HE-related IAG sector
· New ASL guide for Diplomas
· HE-related IAG survey and CPD
 
Welcome to any new members. If you have recently become a subscriber to AIMHIGHER-HW you can navigate to the AIMHIGHER-HW page by typing in AIMHIGHER-HW into the find lists ‘by list name’ search box on the JISCmail homepage www.jiscmail.ac.uk. From the AIMHIGHER-HW home page you can access all the previous mailings, including newsletters, from the archives or find out more about JISCmail. 
 
The AIMHIGHER-HW list is currently used by advisers for a variety of purposes, for example, to discuss work with other practitioners, share news, discuss useful resources, announce conferences and events and keep up to date with developments. However, it would be great to see more postings from members to the list. Please contribute by sending an email to aimhigher-hw@jiscmail.ac.uk using your usual email system.
 
There are just a few points to bear in mind. Remember that everyone on the distribution list will get your email. So be careful about using ‘reply’ if you wish to discuss something not really relevant to everyone else. 
 
Please note that Aimhigher Herefordshire and Worcestershire and the list owner are not responsible for all postings to the JISCmail and are not necessarily endorsing the resources mentioned. However it is a means of sharing ideas, good practice and resources so please feel free to comment on resources that you, or the young people you are working with, have found particularly useful.
 
UCAS
New to the world of advising post-16 students or advising students on higher education for a number of years? UCAS has training sessions for you.
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/advisers/training/newadvisers
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/advisers/training/wiseadviser 
 

Student Finance for Higher Education
Make sure students apply for their HE Finance support as soon as possible. They do not need to wait until they have received an offer or accepted a place. 
Student finance application deadlines:
To make sure students are paid at the start of term, they need to apply by 23 April 2010 where applying for non-means tested finance, or 25 June 2010 if they are applying for means tested finance. Students applying after that date may not get paid on time. http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/UniversityAndHigherEducation/StudentFinance/Gettingstarted/DG_171577
Chief Executive of the Student Loan Company, Ralph Seymour-Jackson said he will ensure that all students who have applied and supplied evidence by then end of June 2010 will have their loans in place by the start of the term.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8575051.stm 
 

BrightsideUNIAID officially launches its new name, website and educational resources this week
http://www.brightsideuniaid.org/news/brightsideuniaid-launches-its-new-name-website-and-educational-resources 
 
Student calculator re-launched to help students budget
http://www.brightsideuniaid.org/news/student-calculator-relaunched-to-help-students-budget
 
Teaching resources for delivering student finance workshops
Easy to use resources for teachers, advisers or student ambassadors wanting to help students cope with their finances and support them through the transition from school or college to higher education and employment. 
Register and download for free at http://www.studentcalculator.org.uk/teachers/ 
 
Can you afford not to go to university?
There are many benefits to higher education in spite of the prospect of higher fees and huge debts.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8556307.stm
 

More men applying for teacher training posts
The Training and Development Agency, which is responsible for teacher training, has recorded a 49 per cent increase in the number of men applying to become teachers, from 7,885 in 2008/9 to 11,721 in 2009/10. This is thought to be due to the recession causing a rethink about job satisfaction and security.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/mar/04/more-men-go-into-teaching 
 
Young people fear impact of recession on career prospects
Two-thirds of young people believe the recession will have a long-term impact on their employability, the latest Youth Commission report reveals.
Research by the commission, which was established by educational foundation Edge Learner Forum and supported by the Children, Schools and Families Select Committee, showed that 58 per cent of young people believe radical changes need to be made to the education system to improve their employability.
http://www.edge.co.uk/news/british-youth-fear-for-post-recession-job-prospects 
 

Graduate Market Trends
The Graduate Market Trends e-newsletter is a quarterly review of the graduate labour market. Each issue features articles on topical issues and reviews of recent reports.  You can sign up to receive it 
http://marketingprod.prospects.ac.uk/mk/get/GMTREGISTER  
 

First-class opportunities for older learners: UUK report  
Active ageing and universities: engaging older learners
A report published by Universities UK (UUK) looks at how UK universities might respond to growing demand for higher education courses from older learners – the latest UCAS figures show a 63.4% increase in the number of mature applicants. The report highlights the ways in which universities can most effectively support the increasing numbers of older learners.
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/Publications/Documents/ActiveAgeing.pdf 
 

Careers in Healthcare: A guide to working in the Independent Healthcare Sector
This brand new free resource has been produced by Skills for Health and Independent Healthcare Advisory Services. Includes careers information and case studies showcasing examples of career progression 
Access the free guide at http://www.skillsforhealth.org.uk/about-us/news/2009/~/media/Resource-Library/PDF/IAG_Independent_11-09.ashx 
 
Careers advice in schools is patchy and inconsistent
School careers advice patchy and inconsistent according to the Institute of Careers Guidance but people should not judge careers advice on whether they are doing the job suggested by their careers advisor according to Katherine Horler from Connexions. The ICG warns that a whole generation is not being taught the skills and knowledge needed to enter the labour market.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8540230.stm
 
New ASL Guide now available
Additional Specialist Learning: a guide to planning for Diploma programmes
This guidance is relevant for IAG advisers, teachers and practitioners and highlights the importance of students being able to choose relevant ASL especially where they are doing an Advanced Diploma and wish to progress to HE.
http://www.qcda.gov.uk/libraryAssets/media/1070_add_spec_learn_V11.pdf 
 
HE-related IAG survey and CPD
Thank you to everyone who completed the HE Adviser survey. Aimhigher Herefordshire and Worcestershire will be organising a programme of short training sessions and half day programmes over the coming months. Meanwhile why not attend the HE Advisers’ Conference on 21 April being organised by Aimhigher Birmingham and Solihull . Places are limited and the programme has now been finalised. For further information contact Katherine Pagett on 0121 414 3501 or k.a.pagett@bham.ac.uk
 
 
 
Hilary Fox
Aimhigher Impartial HE Guidance Officer
University of Worcester
 
h.fox@worc.ac.uk
 
01905 855252
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