13+ Subject Choices Factsheet
Up until now you and your friends will have studied the same subjects, but during year 9 you’ll have to choose what YOU want to study in years 10 and 11. 

What will I have to carry on studying? 

Your core group of subjects you will take qualifications in are: 

· English 

· Maths 

· Science 
· Functional Skills

What are Functional Skills?

Functional skills are the practical skills of English, maths and information and communication technology (ICT). Everyone needs these skills as you use them in everyday life, in learning and will also use them at work. They are so important that you have to carry on studying them in years 10 and 11. You will be able to study them as part of the new Diploma, your English, maths and ICT GCSEs or as separate functional skills qualifications.

Subjects you will have to continue studying with at school – some of which you may be able to take a qualification in are:

· Careers education

· Citizenship

· Physical education

· Religious studies

· Sex and relationship education

· Work-related learning 

All your other subjects will be optional and will include a range of subjects to choose from. 
What subjects can I choose?
Each school has its own choices but it will probably include:
· A range of GCSE optional subjects - from familiar subjects such as history, art, and French, to more applied subjects such as health & social care and leisure & tourism.
· The Diploma - on offer in some areas at Foundation and Higher level in a range of broad job-related subjects such as construction and the built environment, creative and media and engineering.
· Work-related courses such as Young Apprenticeships leading to qualifications such as NVQs or BTECs. These courses may include spending part of your week with an employer, at college, or with a training provider.
Some of these options, such as Young Apprenticeships and Diplomas, could take up to two days a week of your study time - for the rest of your time you will work towards GCSEs and other qualifications. So it is important, if you are taking these options that you do lots of research and make sure that you will enjoy what you will be studying. 
DO check all your option subjects carefully.

How do I find out more about the different subjects?

Check out

• Your school's options booklet.
• Your local on-line Area Prospectus. This has information on all courses and training for 14-19 year olds. You can check what's on offer in Herefordshire at:  www.myherefordshire.com/14to19prospectusaspx 

or in Worcestershire at - www.worcestershire14-19prospectus.co.uk 
• The Careers library in school.
• E-CLIPS - an online careers library with information on subjects, choices, and qualifications as well as further and higher education plus all you need to know about jobs. You can use them at school or by clicking on the e-CLIPS link on the home page of the Connexions Herefordshire and Worcestershire website - www.connexions-hw.org.uk.
• The subject information in the Year 9 magazine 'Which Way Now.' You can read it on the web by going to www.connexions-direct.com/whichwaynow or ring 0845 602 2260 to ask for your free copy.
• Any information on courses such as Diplomas, offered by the consortium of which your school is a member. Your local consortium may have a website for example, the North Worcestershire ‘Continu’ and forward consortia both have a website which gives details of all the courses they offer www.continu.org.uk and www.forwardconsortium.org.uk
What questions could I ask subject teachers?

Go along to your school’s options evening and ask a few questions . . .
1. What will the subject or course cover?

2. Is it like any other subject or course?

3. Will I have to travel to another school or college to study this subject?

4. What jobs or higher level courses will this subject be useful for?

5. Will there be exams?

6. Will my coursework count?

7. How much homework will there be?

8. Will I do work experience as part of the course?

9. Will I do well at it?

DO use your local online prospectus to find out details about subjects and courses

Need more help?
Your Connexions Personal Adviser will be happy to discuss your options with you. Ask for help.
The factsheet ‘subjects and jobs’ looks at the types of jobs that tend to need specific subjects and can also help you to look at how to choose a career if you haven’t get got any ideas. 

Key Fact

You don’t have to have a career in mind at this stage – you just need to choose subjects that give you plenty of choice later on.
Why not use Fast Tomato to get started with choosing your subjects?
 www.fasttomato.com 

What is it? 

Fast Tomato: 

• is a computer program you can use on the internet

• uses interactive questionnaires to find out what you like and are good at 

• suggests ideas for school subjects, careers, further education and higher education courses and jobs that may suit you as an individual. 

Where is it? 

• It’s on the web just type in: www.fasttomato.com 

Is it free?

Yes. You may have been given a user name and password by your school in a careers education lesson.  If you haven’t got one yet you can go straight to the site and take part in a free trial. Just click on the ‘Not Registered’ link on the login page and follow the instructions.

If you’ve tried to get ideas and you’re still in a muddle it's a good idea to talk to your Connexions PA - s/he will be able to help you. 
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